








islative proposal and have raised some
important questions: what does it mean
to sustainable intensify our production?
What is a knowledge-based agricultural
sector in reality? What are the true produc-
tion-chain policies which can support im-
provements in the food chain? Is our Ru-
ral Development Policy (RDP) a real RDP
or merely another way to support farmers
and should we broaden this approach?
Stephen SACKUR also raised the question
of where the most profound change in ag-
ricultural policy should come from. How-
ever, a clear cut answer to that question
has not been found today so that discus-
sion should continue.

Looking at Commissioner CIOLOS' propos-
als for the new CAP we see many posi-
tive elements such as the natural disaster
package which is a real innovation com-
pared to the existing framework. We also
have seen positive signals supporting in-
novation, small farmers and young farm-
ers. However, regarding the difficult ques-
tion of price volatility we find uncertainty

JCOUNTRY

w4 ey

and lack of a clear strategy. If, as the pro-
posal posits, we transfer the competence
to manage volatility to the Commission
in the case of a crisis, do we not adopt a
merely defensive approach? Should we re-
ally wait for a crisis to be upon us before
searching for a solution? Or is it not bet-
ter to define a more proactive system to
deal with the breakdown of markets in the
future?

Interestingly, the conference has not
touched on the issue of red tape and sim-
plification which is for me still a concern. It
is not enough that we say 30% of Europe’s
farmers will now benefit from a simplified
small farmer scheme? More work needs
to be done in this area. We must also en-
gage with the social dimension of the
CAP which has historically been a basis of
this policy. To be sure, we won't be able
to explain to the general public in the fu-
ture the necessity of direct support with-
out taking into account social questions
which include the question of agricultural
incomes. This basis for the CAP will remain
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valid for as long as farm incomes are low-
er than average worker incomes by 30%
in the EU as they are today. We should link
this debate to the one surrounding the fu-
ture of the EU structural policy. If we move
to larger farm sizes, we can't escape the
problem of farm labourers leaving this
sector and needing alternative employ-
ment. Can we be sure to generate such
work in peripheral rural regions? In order
to do so, these policies need to be better
linked.

Finally, we must not reduce the CAP to a
discussion on whether or not 7% is the
correct figure for the planned ecological
focus areas. It may be a holy figure but it
has no scientific basis neither is it based
on any in-depth impact assessment. As a
conclusion, the worst idea we could have
would be to quit the CAP, instead we must
embrace it. Agriculture in Europe has a fu-
ture if we give it a future. Thanks to the
speakers, panellists and organisers!
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Thierry de I'ESCAILLE, Corrado PIRZIO-BIROLI, Franz FISCHLER, Alain-Dominique QUINTART

Interview with representatives of founding parties of
the Forum for the Future of Agriculture (FFA)

What is the purpose of the Forum for
Agriculture (FFA)?

Alain-Dominique QUINTART (ADQ),
Director EU Policies for Syngenta: The
purpose of the Forum is to stimulate
open discussions on the future of Euro-
pean and global agriculture, and assess
what should, and what can, be achieved
over time, attaching equal weight to two
challenges: food security and environ-
mental security. The FFA provides an ex-
cellent opportunity to demonstrate that
sustainable intensive agriculture can be
achieved.

Corrado PIRZIO-BIROLI (CPB), ELO
President, Vice-Chairman of RISE Foun-
dation: One important purpose of the
Forum is to bring together land man-
agers, environmentalists, academia, EU
institutions and all other stakeholders in
productive and sustainable agriculture.
We want to show to land managers that
they need to devote bigger attention to

produce public goods beyond food and
fibre, to environmentalists that the farm-
er needs to be economically and socially
sustainable, and to political decision
makers that all this cannot just happen
by itself, but requires appropriate strate-
gies, structures, means and governance.
It requires also cooperation among all
interested stakeholders and the involve-
ment of public utilities and the private
non-agricultural sector as well.

Thierry de ’'ESCAILLE (TDE), ELO Sec-
retary General: Land managers are the
best custodians of rural areas which are
the bedrock of the food production sys-
tem in Europe. European farmers already
do a great deal to preserve soil, water
and biodiversity. But higher environmen-
tal standards will need to be respected
by all farmers whilst undertaking very
different farming practices across the
EU. Our Forum is one of the best places
to pursue discussions and take actions
around those topics.

Why did the ELO and Syngenta de-
cide to create this forum?

ADQ: One of the FFA's main attributes is
v
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that it combines the industry strengths
of Syngenta with a stakeholder rep-
resentative (ELO), something which is
unique in the area of agriculture.

CPB: None of the existing conferences
provided the necessary critical mass of
participating decision-makers in agri-
culture, rural development and the envi-
ronment, leaving a gap that we felt was
worth filling. The massive response in the
growing number of participants, which
passed 1,400 this year, proves that our
idea was timely.

TDE: When one looks at the amount of
events that have been dealing with the
CAP, you notice that none have been
looking at it with a broad point of view,
tackling what we consider as the real
issue for European agriculture: shall we
be able to feed the world or at least our-
selves with at the same time improving
the quality of the environment?

Why this particular focus for this
year’s meeting?

ADQ: For this year's FFA we decided to
focus on resource efficiency, innovation
and governance. In terms of resource ef-
ficiency we looked at how we can grow
more from less. We tried to answer the
question of how innovation in agricul-
ture can be effectively encouraged and

utilized. With regards to governance, we
focused on the current reform of the
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP). There
was also a case study on Brazil, which
highlighted the lessons to be learnt for
European agriculture.

CPB: The main focus was a look into
the future, taking Brazil as an example
of tremendous progress in agricultural
productivity and sustainability, and also,
more generally, a discussion on R&D,
technology, and resource efficiency,
which had been neglected in the past.

TDE: This year we are putting the focus
on the need for research and develop-
ment at the EU level. In comparison with
the situation in Brazil one may say that
Europeans are not ambitious enough
and they seem to be traumatized with
the way research and development is
treated, for example GM research. When
it goes to Research and Development in
agriculture often hold negative connota-
tions, however, when it is in the context
of pharmaceutics, nobody express any
concerns as the technology is perceived
as useful. But we have made very little
progress in improving our yields for the
last twelve years, therefore it is becom-
ing urgent to put money into research. In
the FFA sub-regional events to come this
year in Czech Republic, Aix en Provence,
Madrid, and even in Washington, we'll be
discussing this issue with the local and
regional perspective, among other key
issues for the agricultural sector.

If you had desired outcomes follow-
ing this year’s meeting, what would
they be?

ADQ: It would be three outcomes:

1. the realization that technology can
make a difference in bringing solu-
tions to the challenge of increasing
food demand in a constrained world,
as demonstrated by the case study on
Brazil;

2. therecognition that innovation in ag-
riculture, that is so much talked about
these days in Brussels, needs to have
a proper regulatory framework which
enables farmers to have access to in-
novation;

3. and that the importance of privately
funded research is recognized in
shaping the direction of innovation in
agriculture.

CPB: The need to boost applied research
with direct relevance to increasing pro-
ductivity as well as sustainability, and to
discuss necessary improvements in the
Commission’s CAP reform proposals in
both respects. To that effect, the FFA has
brought key players from the European
Parliament, Commission and Council
around the same table at a crucial time
for reform.

TDE: | would underline the need for the
acceptance of technology, knowing that
access to the right technology can make
a difference in food and environment se-
curity.

FFA team



Strong interest and endorsement at FFA for Pollinator
Network initiative (PNi) and Multifunctional Landscapes.

As hosts of the Forum for the

Future of Agriculture (FFA),

ELO and Syngenta took the
opportunity to promote those

both initiatives. The message was
visualized by Syngenta’s impressive
multifunctional landscapes
exhibition, which effectively brought
the farm to Brussels and received
strong endorsement from speakers
and delegates alike. During the event
various ELO members and members
of the EU commission signed up

for a field day to learn more on
Multifunctional Landscapes and PNi.

Key points on how to create multifunction-
al benefits from field margins.

Multifunctional Landscapes can deliver a
sustainable use of resources to provide
safe, healthy and affordable food. Syngen-
ta’s field margins approach aims to iden-
tify and solve multifunctional landscape
issues in a practical manner. Our goal is
to promote economically viable intensive
agriculture that demonstrates that mod-
ern farming and environmental manage-
ment can coexist in the same field.

Building on the success of Operation
Pollinator in 13 European countries, the
concept of multi-functional field margins
integrates the protection of water and
soil, together with the enhancement of
biodiversity. Field margins play a crucial
role for protecting soil and water and to

enhance biodiversity on farms. Due to
climate change, a growing world popu-
lation, limited productive agricultural
land and a scarcity of natural resources,
sustainable intensive agriculture is es-
sential for maintaining a healthy natural
environment and meeting the needs of a
growing global food demand. Today, it is
possible to balance competitive farming
with biodiversity conservation and the
protection of natural resources.
Establishing multi-functional field mar-
gins can:
- Significantly increase biodiversity
- Improve yields from better pollination
- Deliver soil and water protection meas-
ures
- Qualify for additional environmental
payments
- Develop strong links with retailers
Syngenta’s multi-functional field margins
help to meet future EU policy goals and
objectives for a retailer's Corporate Social
Responsibility plans to demonstrate good
governance of food supplies.

Key points on Pollinator Network initia-
tive (PNi).

The Pollinator Network initiative aims to
boost the number of pollinating insects,
such as bumble bees, solitary bees, hover-
flies and butterflies by creating essential
habitats on field margins and in low pro-
ductive areas. This objective can provide
for multiple benefits to farmers and land
managers in helping them to comply
with the “greening” requirements includ-
ed in the new CAP proposal.

ELO in collaboration with Syngenta or-
ganised the 1st Workshop of the Pollina-
tor Network initiative (PNi) dedicated to
the implementation of multifunctional
field margins/pollinator strips in the EU
on the 2nd of March 2012, in Brussels at
ELO office.

For their participation, the potential
members of the PNi were provided with
an overall introduction of the project and
training on the field including agronomic
advices from an expert to improve their
management on private estates. The
Workshop of the 2nd of March is the re-
sult of a very first step of series of work-
shops that are planned in 2012 to give
the opportunity to inspire farmers that
show some interest for the field margins
and pollinator strips. They will have the
opportunity through various training ses-
sions to learn what are the impacts and
the outcomes of the implementation of
such greening measures for agriculture,
biodiversity and farm profitability.

Thierry de I'ESCAILLE, Secretary General,
ELO, opened the workshop by enhanc-
ing the importance of such an initiative
and gave the floor to Patrick WEISS, Syn-
genta, who presented the project. Geoff
COATES, Syngenta, introduced to the par-
ticipants the variety of options that farm-
ers could have on their own field.

The workshop was followed by a field trip
to the Leefdaal Estate, which is managed
by Agriland to showcase how field mar-
gins are realized in practice. Geoff Coates,
the expert for habitat design on commer-
cial farms from Syngenta explained the
participants how to implement and how
to manage their field margins in order to
contribute to their field's biodiversity.

Delphine DUPEUX, ELO
Patrick WEISS, Syngenta

To find more information on field margins
please follow the link:
http://www.europeanlandowners.org/files/

pdf/2011/Field%20Margins/LR_02340_
Field%20Margins%20Newsletter_
NOV2011.pdf
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Land and soil Management Award 2011/12

Thierry de I'ESCAILLE, John ATKIN, Markus DANNER, Pia BUCELLA, Wolfgang ANGERINGER,
prof. Winfried BLUM

he European Landowner’s Organi-
Tzation (ELO) under the patronage

of Commissioner for the Environ-
ment Janez POTOCNIK, the auspices of
the European Commission (DG Environ-
ment and the Joint Research Centre), in
association with the BOKU and Ljubljana
Universities and Syngenta Internation-
al had the pleasure to award the “ Land
and soil Management Award" at the oc-
casion of the 5th Forum for Agriculture.
The award was bestowed to Bio Austria
due toits certified course “soil practition-
er"for crop and grassland farmers.

Land and soil management and its
threads to nature and environment are
mainly dependent on the people who
work with them. Thus Bio Austria aims
to encourage farmers to altercate and
learn with the soil, and share their expe-
riences, offering special courses on soil
and nutrient properties. They assist farm-
ers to advance methods in a closed loop
recycling management and soil fertility.
The focus of the certified course “soll
practitioner” for crop and grassland
farmers is located in soil cultivation and

rotation, processing of organic fertilis-
ers, protective soil management and for-
mation of soil humus. The principle of a
closed substance cycle within the farm
by the means of farm-own organic ferti-
lizer and rotating crops is always implied.
Certified soil practitioners are multipliers
for good soil management practise and

can advise colleagues and other inter-
ested people at different workshops and
field observations.

Bio Austria received the prize of €5000
and a diploma, recognizing manage-
ment practices that contribute to soil
protection and improvement of envi-
ronmental quality, and in particular, to
mitigating threats to the natural envi-
ronment. The award also recognizes the
economic, social and environmental im-
pact of the initiative, an initiative that is
innovative, original and transferable.

During the ceremony Thierry de
I'ESCAILLE (ELO Secretary General) and
John ATKIN (Chief Operating Officer,
Syngenta Crop Protection) introduced
the award, which was followed by a few
words from Prof. Winfried BLUM (Presi-
dent of the Jury, from BOKU University of
Vienna) and the Director of the Nature,
Biodiversity and Land Use Directorate,
Pia BUCELLA, who was asked to give the
award to Wolfgang ANGERINGER and
Markus DANNER, with an audience of
approximately 300 participants.

Ana ROCHA, ELO

ELO welcomes new projects which fit the criteria and contribute to mitigating

the threats that European soils face.

The application, which you can find on the ELO’s website, should be submitted
directly by a European physical or legal person or a public institution working in
the field of land use or land management, or indirectly through organizations.

It must contain the name of the project, the mail address (with zip code), the
phone number and E-mail address, an executive summary (maximum 1 page)
and the main document, describing the achievements presented for award

(maximum 20 pages).

For this year prize, the applications should be sent before the 30 November
2012. Any requests for application or further information may be submitted to
the Awards Coordinator of ELO by post or mail at forest@elo.org



The FFA honours a Wildlife Estates Label
Military Camp, Marche-en-Famene

Jean-Marc FOLIE (game keeper), Pierre-Paul BAUCHAU (bidder), Lieutenant-Colonel Luc
DELHOUX BAM (representative of the owner), Pia BUCELLA, Director, DG Environment, Eu-
ropean Commission, Thierry de I'ESCAILLE, Secretary General of ELO, Manuel de TILLESSE,
DNF representative (Walloon Region), Commandant Jean-Louis BOUDART (Hunting advi-
sor for the Army)

The Forum for the Future of Agriculture (FFA) is a unique op-
portunity to gather all key stakeholders in the field of agriculture
and environment to showcase best practices such as the Wild-
life Estates Label.

The Wildlife Estates Label has been developed to recognize
and admit the exemplary management of territories in Europe.
This initiative is based on a voluntary approach with the view
to highlight the key role of land managers in enhancing biodi-
versity on their lands. Beyond the Natura 2000 network, it is a
bridge between biodiversity and sustainable hunting with the
view to facilitate a better communication between land man-
agers, hunters and local authorities.

The project is built on its 17 national delegations which are re-
sponsible for spreading the initiative at the member state level.
Belgium through the Walloon region was one of the forerun-
ners of the Wildlife Estates initiative and it has helped to forge
the philosophy of the project. They were also one of the first
to identify criteria and complete the audits work to reward the
territories.

This year, the "estate” to which the label was awarded, is a mili-
tary camp, highlighting the fact that the initiatives cover territo-
ries in various forms and characteristics. The ELO is particularly
attentive to promote this Public-Private Partnership which is es-
sential for Wildlife Estates.

The ELO and the Wildlife Estates Jury were honoured to award
the Military Camp, Marche-en-Famenne (Belgium, Walloon re-
gion) which has developed a management strategy which aims
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to ensure the maintenance of the con-
servation status of habitats and species
in the camp while continuing military
activities in the field.

Thierry de I'ESCAILLE, CEO of the ELO as
well as Pia BUCELLA, Director at DG En-
vironment, European Commission wel-
comed the efforts made on this estate
to promote biodiversity, especially in
forests. Already implicated in a LIFE pro-
ject, the camp is committed to protect
ground nesting birds and specific bio-
topes while regulating hunting activities.
Both members of the Jury emphasized
the collaborative approach that manag-
ers have privileged in involving all stake-
holders in the management of the camp.

For more information please visit the site
www.wildlife-estates.eu

or contact us by e-mail: nature@elo.org

Delphine DUPEUX, ELO




Biodiversite

1AL e l"--l.“l.l”l-ll‘ sl Oy l|||1l‘
[

peaiis de Pr

Biodiversity

Faali il il TN jppmTnETit
LD

propetty Rights
o fribpTAl T
} ol 1S

31 _illll‘l‘ b

DIARY DATES 2012

15 March - 7 June, European Union
Consultation on Policy Options for the Blueprint to Safeguard Europe’s waters
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/consultations/blueprint_en.htm

10 - 11 May, Brussels
Conference 'Soil remediation and soil sealing organised by European Commission
DG Environment http://ec.europa.eu/environment/soil/conference_may2012.htm

10 - 12 May, Kaunas, Lithuania

International Agriculture and Food Industry exhibition "Agrobalt’, with the participa-
tion as speaker of Thierry de I'Escaille

http//www.agrobalt.lt/

21 - 22 May, Lisbon

General Assembly of ELO, including a public workshop on 21st May in the afternoon
on the CAP reform

www.elo.org

22 - 25 May, Green Week, Brussels

“Every drop counts’- 12th edition of biggest annual conference on European envi-
ronment policy, with ELO/RISE/FCS stand and LIFE+ project 3watEr stand
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/greenweek/

4 -6 June, Toulouse
8th International Conference on Renewable Resources & Biorefineries
http://www.rrbconference.com/

8- 10 June, Vilnius
15th General Assembly of Friends of the Countryside
http://friendsofthecountryside.org/

20 - 22 June, Rio de Janeiro
RIO+20 United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development
http//www.uncsd2012.0rg/rio20/index.html
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Biodiversity- property rights,
economics and environment.

Under the direction of M.FALQUE and H.LAMOTTE
BIODIVMB, ISBN 978-2-8027-3453-6

Like the previous seven conferences on “Property Eco-
nomics and Environment” the 8th International Confer-
ence, dealing with “Biodiversity” was organised by the In-
ternational Center for Research on Environmental Issues
(ICREI) and the University Paul Cézanne in Aix en Provence
(France).

An intensive 3-days debate from the 17th-19th June 2010
allowed over 40 speakers from twelve countries to ad-
dress, and occasionally be challenged by a public of over
200 academics, businessmen, civil servants, NGO, think
tanks, students. ..

The 37 papers presented reflect a full spectrum of opin-
jons concerning the new and somewhat unexpected role
of property rights and markets for biodiversity conserva-
tions and management, especially in setting up compen-
sation schemes in the complex diversity of formal and in-
formal property rights.

Like for other environmental resources, it is clear that new
types of property rights and markets are useful comple-
ments and/or alternative to regulation (Command and
Control).

In addition two papers deal with marine biodiversity and
advance the new concept of “marine cadastral register "
which aims at identifying the rights of numerous and
competing stakeholders.

A comprehensive index will allow the reader to identify
and cross-reference all relevant topics and authors to fully
understand what is at stake and become an informed par-
ticipant in the current debate on our economic, social and
environmental future.

Abstracts of all papers are translated in French and English.

www.bruylant.be

21- 23 June, Aix-en-Provence
9th International Conference on Property Rights, Economics and Environment:
Agriculture and forestry resources; with a session organised by ELO/FFA.
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